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One Big Step 

 

It all comes to me when I decided to quit 

school early to join Oxford Football Academy, which 

is located just a couple of blocks from my house.  I 

love football so much. I just can’t get enough to see 

my favorite club play every weekend. My parents are 

also showing their support by sending me to this 

football academy. I always have a dream that is to 

play for my favorite club and win so many trophies 

for them. Well, it’s still a long time for me to reach 

that dream anyway, so I continue focusing on this 

academy.  

My name is Daniel Ethan, I’m 15 years old. I 

have one older brother, John Ethan, 18 years old, 

who also like football a lot. At first I didn’t realize 

that I got the talent to play football. I practice every 
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day, at school, at park, even at my backyard with 

my brother. My family is not rich, but we all are 

happy about it, not complaining much, and grateful 

to God. Because of that, I get used to save for my 

pocket money, and earn money from doing things 

like babysitting, delivering newspaper around. It’s 

not a lot, but good enough for me. I usually save 

some for my own needs. 

The academy costs me around £ 30 per 

month. Sometimes my mom helps me pay. The 

exercise takes place near my home, so I can go there 

easily. My coach is  really discipline. If we come late 

for the lesson, he will punish us seriously by asking 

us to run over the field for 10 times! Luckily I’ve 

never been late so far. My position in the club is 

Attacking Midfielder, but also can play in Right 

Midfielder. Before the lesson begins, all of us should 

take the selection test in order to become the real 

student in the academy.  

I’m still preparing for the game and I’m so 

nervous! I can’t wait to see the other opponents, and 
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see their skills.  We are divided into two teams with 

equal abilities. The coach puts me in Team A, and 

he decides to put me on the bench. The game 

begins! The game ends 0-0 in the first half. The 

coach gives such a motivating team talk, and we’re 

ready for the second half. Still no changes of players 

are made by coach.  

 Second half starts! Both teams enter the field 

with some words in their head, start the game 

enthusiastically, and both look for opening goal of 

the game. After couple of minutes, Team B gets their 

way through.  Goal!  It’s 1-0 for Team B.  

Finally this is the 

moment I’ve been waiting for. 

The coach makes a substitute 

and decides to put me in. 

Hopefully I make a big 

contribution to this team. My 

team is still struggling to get 

the equalizing goal, and in the 
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70th minute, Goal! I score a beautiful header from 

set piece. It is a surprising goal that I cannot believe 

I would score for the team. The selection game ends 

at 1-1. Although it is just a draw, I’m still very 

happy, because I made a big contribution.  I have to 

wait until next weekend to see if I make it through 

the academy.  

Along the weekend, I pray and hopefully I 

make it.  My mother always supports me, and tells 

me to think positively that I will make it through. 

The day I’ve been waiting for finally comes. I wake 

up early in the morning, have my breakfast, and 

straightly go to the academy to see the results. 

Thank God! My name is on that list. I’m so 

happy. I cannot wait to tell this good news to my 

family and friends! The next day, I buy a pair of 

football shoes as a reward to myself with money I’ve 

saved this whole year. It is a lot of money to buy 

new shoes, around £85. I hope I have enough 

money to get my favorite shoes. Luckily it only costs 

me £60 and they’re my favorites! 


